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54TH CoNG·RESS, }

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

REPORT
{

No. 1534.

SARAH M. SPYKER.

APRIL 29, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered to be

.

printed.

Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, from the Committee on Pensit.,ns, submitted
the following
.

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 6634. J

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
6634) entitled "A bill granting a pension to Sarah M. Spyker," beg
leave to submit the following report, and recommend that said bill do
pass with an amendment.
The claimant is the widow of Leonidas P. Spyker, who served as an
ensign in Capt. W. A. Goodwin's company of Alabama Volunteers, Creek
Indian war of 1836.
The records of the Second Auditor's Office, Treasury Department,
show that the soldier enlisted May 11, 1836, and was discharged June
7, 1836. Nothing was allowed in fixing the period of service for time
spent in going to the place of rendezvous and from place of discharge
to his home, and on the record as thus reported, showing a service two
days short of the time required by the Indian war act of July 27, 1892,
to give title to a pension, the widow's claim was rejected by the Pension
Bureau.·
·
Mrs. Spyker is 67 years old, and the testimony on file fully establishes
her relationship to the soldier, his death, and an other facts necessary
to the establishment of her legal widowhood.
There are several precedents for the allowance of pensions in these
old Indian war cases where the record of service shows but a very few
days short of the time required to give title under the ·general laws,
and your committee believe that this case is in the line of precedents.
The following amendment is recommended:
In lines 4 and 5 strike out the words '' subject to the provisions and
limitations of the pension laws," and substitute therefor the words "at
eight dollars per month."
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